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1. Clans of the Alphane Moon by Philip K ... It features a slime mold named Lord Running Clam. 2. The
Sparrow by Mary Doria Russell Sometimes people ask what would happen if the Jesuits led ...
The 26 most underrated sci-fi books (free PDF)
Phoenix Café, Gwyneth Jones (Tor 1/98, $24.95, hc ... Children of God, Mary Doria Russell (Villard
4/98, $23.95, hc) This sequel to The Sparrow further explores the role of evil and pain in God's vale ...
1998 SF Novels
This episode begins with a brief discussion of what to expect for Season 2, and continues with a review
of Children of God by Mary Doria Russell, the sequel to The Sparrow which was featured in ...
SF Crossing the Gulf
Liberal arts education takes knowledge to be intrinsically valuable and liberating. It produces
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understanding that illumines and ennobles. The humanities disciplines are traditionally a subset of the ...
Integrations in the Humanities
MORE than 7,500 runners made it across the finish line for hundreds of good causes today on a glorious
morning in Oxford. Spectators lined the streets from the city centre, up Banbury Road, and ...

A visionary work that combines speculative fiction with deep philosophical inquiry, The Sparrow tells
the story of a charismatic Jesuit priest and linguist, Emilio Sandoz, who leads a scientific mission
entrusted with a profound task: to make first contact with intelligent extraterrestrial life. The mission
begins in faith, hope, and beauty, but a series of small misunderstandings brings it to a catastrophic end.
Praise for The Sparrow “A startling, engrossing, and moral work of fiction.”—The New York Times
Book Review “Important novels leave deep cracks in our beliefs, our prejudices, and our blinders. The
Sparrow is one of them.”—Entertainment Weekly “Powerful . . . The Sparrow tackles a difficult subject
with grace and intelligence.”—San Francisco Chronicle “Provocative, challenging . . . recalls both Arthur
C. Clarke and H. G. Wells, with a dash of Ray Bradbury for good measure.”—The Dallas Morning News
“[Mary Doria] Russell shows herself to be a skillful storyteller who subtly and expertly builds
suspense.”—USA Today
'The Sparrow is one of my favourite science fiction novels and it destroyed me in the best way when I
read it. It is so beautifully written and the construction of the narrative is masterful.' Emma Newman,
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acclaimed author of Planetfall Set in the 21st century - a number of decades from now - The Sparrow is
the story of a charismatic Jesuit priest and talented linguist, Emilio Sandoz, who - in response to a
remarkable radio signal from the depths of space - leads a scientific mission to make first contact with
an extraterrestrial culture. In the true tradition of Jesuit adventurers before him, Sandoz and his
companions are prepared to endure isolation, suffering - even death - but nothing can prepare them for
the civilisation they encounter. Or for the tragic misunderstanding that brings the mission to a
devastating end. Once considered a living saint, Sandoz returns alone to Earth horrifically maimed, both
physically and spiritually, the mission's sole survivor - only to be blamed for the mission's failure and
accused of heinous crimes. Written in clean, effortless prose and peopled with memorable characters
who never lose their humanity or humour, The Sparrow is a powerful, haunting fiction - a tragic but
ultimately triumphant novel about the nature of faith, of love and what it means to be 'human' and
widely considered to be a classic of the genre.
The Jesuit scientists went to Rakht to learn, not to proselytize. They went so that they might come to
know and love God's other children. They went for the greater glory of God. They meant no harm. This
book takes you on a extraordinary journey to a distant planet. (From backcover).
In Children of God, Mary Doria Russell further establishes herself as one of the most innovative,
entertaining and philosophically provocative novelists writing today. The only member of the original
mission to the planet Rakhat to return to Earth, Father Emilio Sandoz has barely begun to recover from
his ordeal when the So-ciety of Jesus calls upon him for help in preparing for another mission to Alpha
Centauri. Despite his objections and fear, he cannot escape his past or the future. Old friends, new
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discoveries and difficult questions await Emilio as he struggles for inner peace and understanding in a
moral universe whose boundaries now extend beyond the solar system and whose future lies with
children born in a faraway place. Strikingly original, richly plotted, replete with memorable characters
and filled with humanity and humor, Children of God is an unforgettable and uplifting novel that is a
potent successor to The Sparrow and a startlingly imaginative adventure for newcomers to Mary Doria
Russell’s special literary magic.
From the bestselling and award-winning author of The Sparrow comes “historical fiction that feels
uncomfortably relevant today” (Kirkus Reviews) about “America’s Joan of Arc”—the courageous
woman who started a rebellion by leading a strike against the largest copper mining company in the
world. In July 1913, twenty-five-year-old Annie Clements has seen enough of the world to know that
it’s unfair. She’s spent her whole life in the mining town of Calumet, Michigan, where men risk their
lives for meager salaries—and have barely enough to put food on the table for their families. The women
labor in the houses of the elite, and send their husbands and sons deep underground each day, dreading
the fateful call of the company man telling them their loved ones aren’t coming home. So, when Annie
decides to stand up for the entire town of Calumet, nearly everyone believes she may have taken on
more than she is prepared to handle. Yet as Annie struggles to improve the future of her town, her
husband becomes increasingly frustrated with her growing independence. She faces the threat of prison
while also discovering a forbidden love. On her fierce quest for justice, Annie will see just how much
she is willing to sacrifice for the families of Calumet. From one of the most versatile writers in
contemporary fiction, this novel is an authentic and moving historical portrait of the lives of the crucial
men and women of the early labor movement “with an important message that will resonate with
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contemporary readers” (Booklist).
A schoolteacher still reeling from the tragedies of the Great War and the influenza epidemic travels to
the Middle East in this memorable and passionate novel “Marvelous . . . a stirring story of personal
awakening set against the background of a crucial moment in modern history.”—The Washington Post
Agnes Shanklin, a forty-year-old schoolteacher from Ohio, has come into a modest inheritance that
allows her to take the trip of a lifetime to Egypt and the Holy Land. Arriving at the Semiramis Hotel just
as the 1921 Cairo Peace Conference convenes, she is freed for the first time from her mother’s withering
influence and finds herself being wooed by a handsome, mysterious German. At the same time,
Agnes—with her plainspoken American opinions—is drawn into the company of Winston Churchill, T. E.
Lawrence, and Lady Gertrude Bell, who will, in the space of a few days, redraw the world map to create
the modern Middle East. As they change history, Agnes too will find her own life transformed forever.
With prose as graceful and effortless as a seductive float down the Nile, Mary Doria Russell illuminates
the long, rich history of the Middle East with a story that brilliantly elucidates today’s headlines.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “A powerfully imagined novel . . . [a] profoundly moving book
that engages the heights and depths of human experience.”—Los Angeles Times It is September 8, 1943,
and fourteen-year-old Claudette Blum and her father are among the thousands of Jewish refugees
scrambling over the Alps toward Italy, where they hope to find safety now that the Italians have broken
from Germany and made a separate peace with the Allies. The Blums will soon discover that Italy is
anything but peaceful, as it quickly becomes an open battleground for the Nazis, the Allies, Resistance
fighters, Jews in hiding, and ordinary Italian civilians trying to survive. Tracing the lives of a handful of
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fascinating characters—a charismatic Italian Resistance leader, a priest, an Italian rabbi’s family, a
disillusioned German doctor—Mary Doria Russell tells the little-known story of the vast underground
effort by Italian citizens who saved the lives of 43,000 Jews during the final phase of World War II. A
Thread of Grace puts a human face on history. Praise for A Thread of Grace “An addictive page-turner .
. . [Mary Doria] Russell has an astonishing story to tell—full of action, paced like a rapid-fire thriller, in
tense, vivid scenes that move with cinematic verve.”—The Washington Post Book World “Hauntingly
beautiful, utterly unforgettable.”—San Francisco Chronicle “Rich . . . Based on the heroism of ordinary
people, [A Thread of Grace] packs an emotional punch.”—People “[A] deeply felt and compellingly
written book . . . The progress of each character’s life is marked or measured by acts of grace. . . .
Russell is a smart, passionate and imaginative writer.”—Cleveland Plain Dealer “A feat of storytelling . .
. an important book [that] needs to be widely read.”—Portland Oregonian “Mary Doria Russell’s fans
(and aren’t we all?) will rejoice to see her new novel on the shelves. A Thread of Grace is as ambitious,
beautiful, tense, and transforming as any of us could have hoped.”—Karen Joy Fowler, author of The
Jane Austen Book Club “A story of love and war, A Thread of Grace speaks to the resilience and beauty
of the human spirit in the midst of unimaginable horror. It is, unquestionably, a literary triumph.”—David
Morrell, author of The Brotherhood of the Rose and First Blood
After the burned body of mixed-blood boy Johnnie Sanders is discovered in 1878 Dodge City, Kansas,
part-time policeman Wyatt Earp enlists the help of his professional-gambler friend Doc Holliday, in a
novel that also features Doc's girlfriend, the Hungarian prostitute Kate Katarina Harony. Reprint. A bestselling novel.
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Mary Doria Russell, the bestselling, award-winning author of The Sparrow, returns with Epitaph. An
American Iliad, this richly detailed and meticulously researched historical novel continues the story she
began in Doc, following Wyatt Earp and Doc Holliday to Tombstone, Arizona, and to the gunfight at the
O.K. Corral. A deeply divided nation. Vicious politics. A shamelessly partisan media. A president
loathed by half the populace. Smuggling and gang warfare along the Mexican border. Armed citizens
willing to stand their ground and take law into their own hands. . . . That was America in 1881. All those
forces came to bear on the afternoon of October 26 when Doc Holliday and the Earp brothers faced off
against the Clantons and the McLaurys in Tombstone, Arizona. It should have been a simple
misdemeanor arrest. Thirty seconds and thirty bullets later, three officers were wounded and three
citizens lay dead in the dirt. Wyatt Earp was the last man standing, the only one unscathed. The lies
began before the smoke cleared, but the gunfight at the O.K. Corral would soon become central to
American beliefs about the Old West. Epitaph tells Wyatt’s real story, unearthing the Homeric tragedy
buried under 130 years of mythology, misrepresentation, and sheer indifference to fact. Epic and
intimate, this novel gives voice to the real men and women whose lives were changed forever by those
fatal thirty seconds in Tombstone. At its heart is the woman behind the myth: Josephine Sarah Marcus,
who loved Wyatt Earp for forty-nine years and who carefully chipped away at the truth until she had
crafted the heroic legend that would become the epitaph her husband deserved.
From the Hugo Award-winning author of Between Two Thorns comes the first novel in a captivating
science fiction series where a secret withheld to protect humanity’s future may lead to its undoing…
“Cathartic and transcendent.”—The New York Times “An exceptionally engaging novel that explores the
complex relationship between mythology and science.”—The Washington Post Renata Ghali believed in
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Lee Suh-Mi’s vision of a world far beyond Earth, calling to humanity. A planet promising to reveal the
truth about our place in the cosmos, untainted by overpopulation, pollution, and war. Ren believed in
that vision enough to give up everything to follow Suh-Mi into the unknown. More than twenty-two
years have passed since Ren and the rest of the faithful braved the starry abyss and established a colony
at the base of an enigmatic alien structure where Suh-Mi has since resided, alone. All that time, Ren has
worked hard as the colony's 3-D printer engineer, creating the tools necessary for human survival in an
alien environment, and harboring a devastating secret. Ren continues to perpetuate the lie forming the
foundation of the colony for the good of her fellow colonists, despite the personal cost. Then a stranger
appears, far too young to have been part of the first planetfall, a man who bears a remarkable
resemblance to Suh-Mi. The truth Ren has concealed since planetfall can no longer be hidden. And its
revelation might tear the colony apart...
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